
Colour Codes

PMS, CMYK, RGB, HEX



What’s the difference?

• PMS - Printing, Corporate Branding

• CMYK - Printing process

• RGB - Onscreen digital

• HEX - Web Design



PMS (Pantone®)
Used for – Printing, branding, 

logo’s 

PMS colours are patented, 

standardized colour inks made by 

Pantone for use in the Graphics 

community worldwide 

Can Resene tint PMS colours? –

Yes & No, 

we have visual colour matches on 

file that are close (although not 

exact) as we use completely 

different tinters & paint vs ink will 

look different.



CMYK
(cyan, magenta, yellow, black)

Used for – offset & digital 

Printing 

CMYK is the method of using a 

combination of tiny dots of four ink 

colours (cyan, magenta, yellow, 

black) to create a colour. They are 

usually the ink combinations to 

achieve PMS Pantone® colours

Can Resene tint paint using a CMYK 

code? 

No, unless it relates exactly to a 

specific colour ie PMS, Resene etc
Close up CMYK is made up of 

dots of each colour, mainly 

yellow & cyan in this case 



RGB
(Red, Green, Blue)

Used for – Digital

Used in the digital world of TV 

screens, computers, Laptops, 

Mobile devices. RGB is the process 

where colours are rendered 

onscreen by using combinations of 

Red, Green and Blue

Can Resene tint paint using a RGB 

code? 

No, unless it relates exactly to a 

specific colour ie PMS, Resene etc
Source – texample.net



HEX
(Hexadecimal Colour)

Used for –Web Design

Designers and developers use Hex 

colours in Web design. 

A six digit combination that’s 

defined by it’s mix of red, green, 

and blue. Basically it’s another form 

of RGB values

Can Resene tint paint using a HEX 

code? 

No, unless it relates exactly to a 

specific colour ie PMS, Resene etc



• Generally when you are given a CMYK, RGB, or HEX 

code it will relate to a PMS Pantone® colour.

• Resene have many PMS Pantone® colour matches in 

our ETint system and we can tint these into paint 

(close matches but not exact remember) 

• We cannot tint paint using CMYK, RGB, HEX codes 

unless they relate to a specific colour 

Key Points 



• Resene colours are unique

• If you are only wanting the closest Resene 

colour using a RGB, CMYK, HEX code follow 

the process next up on the Resene Website 

www.resene.co.nz

Key Points 

http://www.resene.co.nz/


Finding the closest Resene colour
www.resene.co.nz – Colours       View Colour       Find-a-colour 

http://www.resene.co.nz/


Finding the closest Resene colour

Input your RGB or CMYK or HEX code and click on 

Search (we’ve input R252, G215, B35 for this example) 



Finding the closest Resene colour

The closest options will pop up. Top left is usually 

the closest



Finding the closest Resene colour

Click on a colour Swatch and it will show all information




