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Resene testpots are ideal 
for projects like this to add 
a pop of colour.

If you’re planning to 
use a darker colour, use 
a Resene CoolColour 
variant of your colour 
to help reflect more 
heat and keep the surface cooler.

Check out the Resene website project 
section, www.resene.co.nz/projects for 
more ideas, including a range of step by 

step garden projects.
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A wood stain such as 
Resene Waterborne 
Woodsman will allow 
the wood grain to 
show through for a more 
natural look. A painted fi nish, such as 
Resene Lumbersider, will last longer.    

When using timber outside, always 
protect it with a stain or paint.
This will help protect the wood from 
the weather so that it lasts longer. 
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Jacob Leaf shows you how to 
build a stylish sun lounger.

SUN 
LOUNGER

MAT ERIALSMAT ERIALS
1Build the frame with the 2 pieces  

of 1736mm decking timber and 4 pieces  
of the 390mm decking timber, attaching 
everything with screws. Attach 2 of the 
390mm pieces between each end of the 
1736mm pieces to form a rectangle. 
Measuring from the inside at one end, attach 
the third 390mm piece at 536mm. From the 
opposite end, measuring from the inside, 
attach the fourth 390mm piece at 533mm. 
Attach the 4 legs to the outside of the frame, 
screwing them directly to the ends of both 
1736mm pieces of the frame.

2Screw both the 536mm balusters to the 
inside of the larger 536mm opening of the 

frame. These will become cleats to hold the 
back support and back stops.

3For the lower-seat slats, attach the  
2 pieces of 1800mm decking timber  

to the outer edges. Line them up so they’re 
flush with the tops of the legs; screw them  
in place. Attach the 1200mm slats (all 4) to the 
middle, leaving a 6mm gap between each.

4To make the backrest, screw the 3 pieces 
of 330mm baluster timber to the 4 pieces 

of 600mm decking timber. Leave a 6mm gap 
between each slat. If you want the backrest 
to sit flush with the rest of the lounger when 
closed, cut down the 600mm lengths to 
compensate for the space the hinge adds.  
My hinge space added 8mm, so I cut each 
600mm backrest slat down to 592mm.

5For the hinged back support, arrange the 
2 x 325mm pieces of baluster timber at 

right angles to the 330mm pieces of baluster 
timber so that there is a 198mm gap between 
them. Screw on the 100mm tee hinges. 
Screw the remaining 375mm piece of baluster 
timber at a right angle to the 325mm pieces.

6 Lay the backrest in position and attach  
it to the lounger slats with the butt hinges.

7To attach the stop blocks, screw the 4 
pieces of 80mm baluster timber to the 

cleats. I placed mine 90mm in from the head 
of the lounger, allowing another gap of 90mm 
for the second set. Space these in any 
position when reclining. Just make sure the 
stop blocks don’t prevent the backrest from 
folding down flat. For a clean finish, hide the 
screw heads with wood filler. ✤

To watch our video on how to make this, 
search for “sun lounger” on play.stuff.co.nz.

You will need • Resene Timber & 
Deckwash • Resene Quick Dry Waterborne 
Primer Undercoat • Packet of 10G X 50mm 
decking screws • 2 x 100mm tee hinges  
•  2 x 70mm butt hinges
Cutting list • Frame • 2 x 1736mm x 
90mm x 32mm H3.2 radiata decking timber 
• 4 x 390mm x 90mm x 32mm H3.2 radiata 
decking timber • Legs • 4 x 300mm x 
90mm x 32mm H3.2 radiata decking timber 
• Cleats • 2 x 536mm x 42mm x 32mm H3.2 
radiata baluster timber • Lower seat slats  
• 2 x 1800mm x 90mm x 32mm H3.2 radiata 
decking timber • 4 x 1200mm x 90mm x 
32mm H3.2 radiata decking timber  
• Backrest & back support • 3 x 330mm 
x 42mm x 32mm H3.2 radiata baluster 
timber • 4 x 600mm x 90mm x 32mm H3.2 
radiata decking timber • 2 x 325mm x 
42mm x 32mm H3.2 radiata baluster timber 
• 1 x 375mm x 42mm x 32mm H3.2 radiata 
baluster timber • Stop blocks • 4 x 80mm x 
42mm x 32mm H3.2 radiata baluster timber
Paint colours • Resene Just Dance  
• Resene Smitten • Resene Hive • Resene 
New Leaf • Resene Sixth Sense   
(I painted my cut lengths of wood before 
constructing the sun lounger to achieve  
an even finish. First, I cleaned the wood 
with Resene Timber & Deckwash, then 
undercoated with Resene Quick Dry 
Waterborne Primer and then painted.)
COST $150 excluding Resene products.
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