
96  kiwigardener gardener.kiwi

Go vertical with this stylish pyramid planter  
– perfect for adding some instant height in the garden.

Words & Photos Mark Rayner

Pyramid planter

brought to you by

DIY
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You will need
•  4 x 1200mm fence palings

•  50mm x 50mm  
timber (approx. 1.2m)
•  100mm x 20mm  

timber (approx. 2.7m)
•  200mm x 25mm  

timber (approx. 4.5m)
•  65mm exterior screws

•  Circular saw
•  Long metal ruler  

or other straight edge
•  Paint stirrer
•  Paintbrush

•  Pencil
•  PVA glue (exterior)
•  Resene Waterborne 

Woodsman tinted to Resene 
English Walnut

•  Sandpaper (coarse)
•  Screwdriver

For more on paints  
and stains phone  

0800 Resene  
(0800 737 363)  

or visit your Resene 
ColorShop or  

www.resene.co.nz

Step One
Make a mark 330mm from one 
end of one of the fence palings.

Step Two
Rule a diagonal line from this 
mark to the opposite corner, as 
shown.

Step Three
Repeat with the other three 
fence palings and then cut 
along these lines with the saw. 
Smooth rough edges with 
sandpaper.

Step Four
Place the 50mm x 50mm piece 
of timber on a flat surface and 
place two of the fence palings 
into position, as shown. Rule 
a horizontal cutting line along 
the base using the metal ruler. 
Repeat with the other two fence 
palings.

Step Five
Saw these pieces of timber to 
size using the ruled lines as a 
cutting guide. Smooth rough 
edges with sandpaper.

Step Six
Assemble the four pieces of 
fence paling and the central 
50mm x 50mm support into 
a ‘pyramid’ frame, as shown. 
Fix securely with PVA glue and 
screws.

Step Seven
Set the blade of the circular saw 
to 45 degrees and cut a piece 
of 100mm x 20mm timber to fit 
along one side of the base (ours 
measured 665mm). Smooth 
rough edges with sandpaper.

To get the look:
Mark stained the 

background raised bed 
with Resene Waterborne 

Woodsman tinted to  
Resene Japanese Maple.

Top tips:
•  To easily rule a 45-degree 

line use the back of a 
regular crosscut handsaw 
– the handle of most have 
a built-in guide for ruling 
90 and 45 degree angles.
•  Take care to drill  
each 65mm screw in  

at an angle to ensure the 
point doesn’t protrude 
out through the back  

of the timber.
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Step Eight
Fix this piece of timber into 
position, as shown, using 
screws and PVA glue.

Step Nine
Repeat steps seven and eight to 
complete the remaining three 
base supports, as shown.

Step Ten
Make a mark 150mm from 
the base of one of the angled 
supports and rule a 45 degree 
line upwards across the angled 
support, as shown. Rule a 
corresponding 45 degree line 
across the face of the opposite 
support.

Step Eleven
Measure the distance between 
these two ruled lines at the 
back of the two supports and 
then the distance between 
the two ruled lines at the 
front of the two supports. Use 
these measurements to cut 
a trapezoid shape from the 
200mm x 25mm timber. (The 
circular saw blade should still 
be set at 45 degrees.) Smooth 
rough edges with sandpaper.

Step Twelve
Place this piece of timber into 
position, aligning it with the 
ruled lines, and fix with PVA glue 
and screws.

Step Thirteen
Repeat steps eleven and twelve 
to complete the first tier of 
angled walls, as shown.

Step Fourteen
Using the same technique 
described in steps ten to 
thirteen, create a second tier of 
angled walls – although this tier 
should be 250mm higher than 
the previous tier.

Step Fifteen
Again, using the same technique 
described in steps ten to 
thirteen, create a third tier of 
angled walls – this tier should 
also be 250mm higher than the 
previous tier. Allow glue to dry.

Step Sixteen
Carefully stir the Resene 
Waterborne Woodsman tinted 
to Resene English Walnut.

Step Seventeen
Apply two coats of Resene 
Waterborne Woodsman tinted 
to Resene English Walnut to the 
planter, allowing two hours for 
each coat to dry.

Planting ideas
We used a selection of 
pelargoniums but this 
planter could also be 

used for seasonal colour, 
ornamental grasses, 

herbs, salad vegetables, 
strawberries, or even small 

succulents.

Handy hint
As well as the bought 50mm 

x 50mm timber and fence 
palings, we used a selection 

of reclaimed wood from 
disassembled pallets and 

other wooden crates. For a 
more permanent structure, 

however, it would pay to 
use only appropriately 

treated timber.

8. 9. 10. 11.

12. 13. 14.

15. 16. 17.


