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Home shows offer a wealth of fun and 
fabulous exhibits and features you can’t 
find anywhere else. They showcase ideas 
for your home and garden and offer an 
opportunity to save big dollars on almost 
any project.

You can see, feel and listen to the products 
you are considering and there are plenty of 
experts on hand to give free advice. You can also 
save time by visiting hundreds of companies in 
one place without having to drive around the 
country or spending hours on the internet.

If you have challenges with any of your 
living spaces, you can find solutions because 
home shows offer hands-on exhibits relating to 
kitchens, bathrooms, interior design, furniture, 
bedding , lawn and garden, pool and spa, all 
categories of building/remodelling products, 
and green products.

If you’ve never visited a home show, you will 
be amazed at the experience you’ve missed all 
these years. Follow some of the suggestions in 
this article and your visit can be truly a lifestyle 
changing moment.

Home shows are great events that can 
give homeowners and individuals, who are 
looking to build or remodel a home, excellent 
ideas of what local products and services 
are available. Sometimes it can be hard to 
visualise what a product would like in your 
home and home shows can help bridge that gap 
because exhibitors often display and showcase 
examples of what their products actually look 
like when they are in place. 

Before the Show
Make travel and accommodation bookings early 
to maximise on discounted rates.

Stay at accommodation close to the venue 
to save on travelling and to give you a place 
to rest, sort through information gathered, and 
refocus your energy.

Obtain a map of the city and know how to 
get to the venue.

Be prepared with a pen and notepad to jot 
down important notes for the many new ideas 
and products you will see.

If you’re contemplating a particular upgrade, 
bring along the plans or even a sketch of your 
proposed project to discuss with the experts. 

Take colour swatches, measurements of 
spaces and walls so that when you see the 
perfect piece you will know instantly if it fits.

Pack comfortable shoes and clothing to 
wear on the show floor. Walking shows can be 
extremely tiring. Try insoles for extra comfort. 
Remember to leave room for things to bring back.

Take a light and comfortable carry-all for 
accumulated materials. Plastic bags are often 
uncomfortable as they cut into your hands.

Choose the seminars that are relevant to you 
and allow enough time to sit in (half an hour each) 
and follow up with the presenter afterwards if 
you have more questions. Split sessions with your 
colleagues to maximise data gathering.

Take plenty of business cards to avoid filling 
out forms.

Take advantage of the special show prices 
while you’re there.

Spend time on the home show’s website. 
Many have show clubs you can join and receive 
ticket discounts and special offers in advance.

Most home shows have a show supplement/
show directory available in the days prior to the 
show’s opening. Watch the newspaper for this 
valuable guide. 

At the Show
Come early in the day if you have house 
plans, sketches, colour matching and product 
measuring to do. This way the exhibitor can 
devote more time to you.

Some events offer to check coats and bags 
so you don’t have to drag them around with you.

Take a break after a few hours to refresh 
and get some fresh air. Drink water regularly to 
avoid dehydration.

Attend the event with a list of show related 
questions you need answered. The industries 
top experts will be available to answer these 
questions. Face to face contact is one of the 
home show’s most valuable resources.

After the Show
Plan how you are going to implement 
information gathered.

Write the show name and date on the 
brochures you collect.

Be prepared to follow-up after the show for 
literature and samples requests.

Summary
>  Save time by meeting hundreds of 

companies under one roof
>  Discover new and interesting products and 

services for your home
>  Shop, compare and save. Ask exhibitors 

about their show specials
>  Get inspired and excited about your home 

and the countless possibilities
>  Find the best resources in home 

improvement, landscaping, and design 
services

>  Meet face to face with home improvement 
professionals

> Get expert advice and tips.
We hope these tips for attending a home 

show are helpful as you proceed with your next 
remodel or building project!    

H O M E  S H O W  T I P S
Before you start ask yourself how you will use your kitchen and what sort of look you want. How many people do you usually cook for, how 
many of you cook, do you have any special needs (such as higher benches) and do you like to cook together? What sort of cooking do you like 
to do – and do you entertain a lot? What other activities will take place in your kitchen – dining, paperwork, using a computer? 
Here’s a wish-list to help kick start your planning.

Essential
Nice 

to have
Not 

Important Comments

How many cooks, any special needs?

More bench space, island bench 

New bench tops – laminate, wood, granite, concrete, Corian 

New sink, double sink 

New taps, pull out faucet for rinsing, water filter 

Dishwasher, all in one or separate drawers 

A wall oven and hobs, or all in one stove 

Microwave, grill oven 

Ventilation, rangehood or downdraft 

Appliance cupboard for smaller appliances 

Space for special appliances such as coffee machine 

Waste disposal unit  

Built in rubbish bin, recycling bins 

New cupboards, or new doors and handles 

A big pantry that’s easy to organise 

Lots of drawers or pull-outs 

Big pot drawer 

Shelves for cook books, jars 

Fridge, freezer, separate drink fridge 

Natural light – big windows, skylights 

General lighting, feature lighting for effect, dimmers 

Good task lighting – work areas, pantry, cupboards 

Plenty of power points – benches, pantry, appliances 

Cables for TV, Internet  

Eating area, sit at bench top 

Access to entertaining areas – indoor, outdoor 

Family living area, TV area  

Home office, computer area 

Entertaining area, bar, drink storage  

Wall finish – paint, paper, tiles,  

Floors – tiles, wood, cork, vinyl 

Doors – wood, painted, glass, laminated board 

Window treatments – blinds, curtains, sun protection 

K I T C H E N  P L A N N E R

Tips for getting the best from a Home Show

From bare car park to landscaped displays – at the Waikato Home and Garden Show.

The Waikato Home and Garden Show where you can chat to the experts.


